" As coal-tar," he said; "bears a strong resemblance to petroleum, it occurred to me that by distilling it a fluid might be procured which, like naphtha, would have the property of dissolving caoutchouc, and that in this way I could procure a solvent, free from the objections to which the known solvents of that remarkable substance are all more or less liable. After many trials I completely succeeded, and was enabled to carry into effect several of the applications for which a fluid state of indiarubber had seemed so desirable. Thus I constructed flexible tubes of the substance itself, and rendered various textures waterproof by brushing a thin solution of it into their interstices. A silk cloak, which afforded complete protection from the heaviest rain, and could also be used as a pitcher by turning up its skirt, was a wonder to all who saw it."
We owe, then, our useful "mackintoshes" to a surgeon, though they bear the name of the Glasgow manufacturer who, seeing Syme's account of his discovery in the Annals of Philosophy for August, 1818, Having himself studied anatomy for only one year, it may be surmised that he was not at first altogether at ease in his new position, especially as among his sixty pupils there were many whose age outreached his own twenty years ; but diligence and earnestness, aided by Liston's encouragement, carried him through, and he became a successful demonstrator. After a visit to Paris, where the facilities for operative surgery were then greater than in Britain, he returned to Edinburgh to undertake the class of Systematic Anatomy in the ExtraMural School, while Liston took up surgery as his subject.
( To be continued. J
